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could draw a bow or wield a sword. Thus Yudis-tra the courtier, and Bhima the cook, and Nakula the groom and Sahadeva the milkman, found themselves once more with arms in their hands; only Arjuna, the teacher of dancing, with his bangles on his arms and his pigtail hanging down his back, was not judged sufficient man to be worthy of weapons, so he remained behind, eating his heart out in the inner apartments.
Now so well did the four Pandu heroes fight that the whole Kuru army fled in fear ; whereupon the King of Virata returning to his capital for a while, honoured these four heroes in every way, promising them still greater rewards when complete victory was assured and so, taking them with him, set forth to continue the battle in another quarter.
Now Duryodana, though wicked and deceitful beyond compare, was also a good general, so, seeing the city of Virata left defenceless he took the opportunity of swooping down on it and carrying off sixty thousand of its finest cattle.
Then arose a fine turmoil in the city. The ministers of the Crown set to work at once to raise some kind of an army and even the womenfolk helped to prepare for rescue. Now the Heir-Apparent of the Kingdom was still a lad and having shown no aptitude for warfare, had been left behind; but he was now told that he must lead the way. Whereupon, with many protestations of manly courage and prowess, he put forward the excuse that he had no charioteer fit for the duty. But for that he would perform wonders. Hearing this excuse made, Arjuna, eating his heart out in pigtail and bangles, repaired straightway to Dropadi, saying :
" Let the Queen know, I pray you, that I capable of driving a chariot/'

